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Steelhead

Continued from NEWS-1

anrt should be done.

The Alameda County Water  Disirict’s
Board ol Dhectors voted last Thorsday o
work witly the Alameda County Flood Con
rol and Water Conservation Disiricr on an
applicalion for up o 85 pudllion in lederal
harsdang to begin the work

The backbope of the work  recon-
meended, as cutlined ina drall verston ol a
stucty (i be released next weelk, inclades:

* Dulding a lish ladder in Fremond
areuud a [3-loet-high  flatable caplure
dam opecated by the waler disirict and an
H-uol-tigh Oood conirnl weir that prevenis
erosion arountd w Bay Area Rapid Transit
rall crossing,

» Bemaoving the
Hliny Commission’s
Diasan i Nibes Canvion.

> Modilying a U-lool-tigh PG&EE gas
line erossing in Sunal Valley o improve
passage in Almneda Creek up (o Litde Yo
semite in Sunol Regional Wilderness,

» Improving passage (o Arroyvo Mocho by
Tilding fish ladeers arguud & weir near
Stanley Boulevard and arowmd an aceess
road toa Laswerenee Livermuore Lab puiaping
alatin.

[hee study fownd Thit makiog those -
provemnents and oibwers could give steelhead
drcess [ 20 odles ol suitable spawning
grounds on puble and private lands up-
strean of Fremant. Fish on their way 1o
some  spawning  drounds  would  travel
throuyh Pleasamion in the Arrovo e le La-
gn and Arrovo del Valle and throngh Liv-
ermre (e Arravo Mocho.

Steelliead  mighe also thrive  again in

San Franciseo Pullic
[2-fpot-high  Sunof

Pleasanton ™

Lt © rrek

Alameda Creek watershed

-
Lvermore

Sinbad Creek near Sunol, where Randy
Mills" [anmly caughr strings of the fish just
vards from thelr home on Kilkare Read into
the 1450s.

"My folks came [rom Oklahoma, and saw
the fish when they [rst moved up there,
They didu't know what 1hey were,” Mills re-
called. "My uncle came up here [from Mod-
esto] and sakd, My God they're steelhead”
[ the summertime, tie creek oever really
dried up. The fish would ged stuek in these
poals ol water.”

Part of the study mvolved genelic tests of
landlocked rainbow trout in the Alameda
Creek walershed, The tests slrongly suy-
gesled the fish are descended from steel
head trout That once nmade mass migranions
to the ocean. )

Because they are well-adapied (o local
coldilions like water lemperature. the fish
could be ideal [or restoration efforts, the
sluddy found,

In facl some scienlists believe they may
be the source of veean-going steelhead tiat
have been spotted in increasing numbers at
the so-called BART weir in Fremont. In
Tamy years. young lroul may be able woget
down {o the oeean. but can't gel past the
wetr on their way bacle Conservationisls
have been canrving a few fish past the bar-
rier by hanid.

The Army Corps of Engieers bl the
weir, e first big obstacle 1o migratory fish
on the creel. in 1972,

The federal government migh! provide as
much as 55 milllon 1o bypass the weir and
other barriers as part of a program de-
signed 10 minimize the enviroomenlal im-
pacts ol corps  projects boilt i less
enlightened Llimes. Bul there's only abont
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inflatable dam and an 8-foot weir that prevents erosion around

BART tracks in Fremont.
2. Build fish ladder or remove the 12-foot-high Sunol Dam in Niles

1. Provide passage for returning steelhead around a 13-foot-high

Recommendations for restorin

trout include:

|

Directors vote to work with county

525 mullion available from that program
cach vear. and the project must compete
with others for the maoney.

Backers of the study say a lederal desig-
nation of the Central Coast steelhead as a
threatened  species o 1997 boosts  the
chances of a progran (o restore the [sh fo
Mameda Crecle. And. they say, increased
public inlerest and more opportunities to
land stale and federal money for the project
also improve the prospects.

Throughout the West, man-made bar-
riers such ps dams in the walercourses thar
serve as the steelbeads’ “roads” are comilng
down, sald state Depariment of Fish and
Game steelhead specialist Dennis MeEwan
Nevertheless, a 1996 study estumated tiere
were ouly ahout 250,000 steelhead in Cali
fornia — probably less than half the popula
tioet of 30 yew s ago, MeEwan said.

If fish can't get around it. & 15-font chst
acle is “as much ol a barrier as Shast
Daon,” he saud. Even smaller harriers —
bath nainral and man-made — can be obsl
acles depending on stream depth.

While waler agencies are supportive ©
phins o huaild fish ladders, there ure wor
ries that they eveutually may be required 1
allow mire precious water fo Now to Sa
Francisco Bay of steclbeard are restored o
Aameda Creeli.

MeEwan sand iUs 100 early in e proces
i speculate on whether more water may ©
required, Bul it is physical barviers, rathe
than water [ows, thal pose the bigge:
problems for steelhend — especially in rel,
tvely  pristine watersheds ke Alamec
Creck,. MeEwan said. "We're not going |
recUfy all the barriers, but there are plen
wee cam starl with that will keep us busy.”
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fish ladders at Stanley Boulevard weir and Lawrence

Livermore Lab pumping station access road.

to improve passage by building a fish ladder or weirs,
SCURCE. Alamede Croak Fistenes Rasrorstion Warkgriggy

4. Improve passage to Arroyo Mocha by building small weirs or

Canyan,
3. Modify the 10-toot-high PG&E gas line crossing in Sunol Valley



